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WASHINGTON -- Three Pouse Agriculture subcommittees will hold joint
hearings May 9 and 10 to explore the potential impact of the Administration's
proposal to shift the U.S. Forest Service and an important rural development
program out of the Department of Agriculture.
The Administration's plan would move the Forest Service into a proposed
Department of Natural Resources, an expanded version of the present Interior
Department which would also acquire the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration. In addition, the tihite House has indicated it plans to move
rural business and industry development credit programs from the Agriculture
Department's Farmers Home Administration to the Commerce Department.
"The Agriculture Committee has a vital interest in this area, and we
want to find out as precisely as possible what is likely to happen if reor-
ganization is put into effect," said Rep. Kika de la Garza, D-Tex., Chairman
of the Subcommittee on Department Investigations, OVersight and Research,
which will hold the hearings in joint sessions with the Subcommittees on
Forests and Conservation and Credit.
Rep. Jim Weaver, D-Ore., Chairman of the Forests Subcommittee, said the
suggested shift of the Forest Service would ignore the close and vital ties
between government programs for agriculture and those dealing with forest
and range management. The shift, he said, could severely weaken the effec-
tiveness of forest programs for non-industrial private forest landowners.
Rep. Ed Jones, D-Tenn., Chairman of the Conservation and Credit Subcom-
mittee, added that he feared the proposed transfer might severely weaken the
Agriculture Department, hampering its ability to carry out its remaining re-
sponsibilities to farmers and rural communities.
Rep. Thomas Foley, D-Wash., Chairman of the full Agriculture Committee,
and Rep. William C. Wampler, R-Va., ranking minority Member, said in a joint
comment that "the reorganization proposals, as outlined so far, would pro-
duce less effective government, more costly and bureaucratic government, and
potential higher costs for all Americans. We hope the subcommittee hearings
will produce a full record on what these proposals would do to rural people
and the general public." Wampler added that he "would also like to explore
what other legislative options, if any, would be available to Congress."
The hearings will be held at 2:00 p.m. EDT Hay 9 and 10 in Room 1302
Longworth House Office Building, Washington, D.C. Anyone interested in
testifying should notify Ms. Chris Abram, (202) 225-2171.
